The expansion of all forms of mass media within the People's Repub lic has been encouraged, as a means of further supporting the moderniza tion drive, and the growing television industry has been specifically called upon to play an increasingly important role in expediting these aims.
Although television has existed in China for over 20 years, it is only within the past few years that it has become an important cultural force.
This phenomenon has occurred within the political climate of the post Maoist era, when commitments to wide-scale technological advancement through all feasible means, including cultural borrowing, have been more pronounced. Although Maoist ideology stressed self-reliance, independent inductive investigative technique, and practical, small-scale construction as a means of pursuing technological advancement,2 present conceptual frameworks do not include these constraints.
Thus, within the past few years, the television industry has grown to national proportions. By 1979, China fulfilled its yearly production quota of receivers 2 months ahead of schedule, according to the State Radio and Television Bureau. And, by the end of October 1979, China had manufac tured 1.0 1 million black-and-white receivers. Indeed, all provinces, munici palities, and autonomous regions with the exception of Xizang, Xijiang, Qinghui, and Ningxia now have the capacity to manufacture receivers, University branch itself has enrolled over 8, 300 full-time and 30,000 part time students. II Full-time students take three courses at a time, while half-and part-time students usually study only English or one of the other full-year course offerings. Each course is intended to be the equivalent of its first-year formal counterpart, taught within traditional universities, although it is generally recognized that students attending the television university have a weaker academic background than would normally be the case. The institution thus represents one alternative for the failed university exami nation candidate. 12
As is the case with many types of correspondence schools in the West, continued feedback to participating students is somewhat problematic and often uneven. Mid-term and final examinations are given, and a pass rate is set at 80 percent; weekly assignments are often distributed and then graded by tutors. However, these assignments rarely count for assessment pur poses. I S Efforts to regulate study conditions continue, as students are en couraged to view the televised courses and complete required assignments in a medium-sized group rather than individually. 14 Finally, it should be mentioned that the television university branches offer a graduation certificate, recognized by the province, after the success ful completion of a 3-year program of study, while formal institutions usually offer a 4-year program. The implication that the television univer sity certificate is inferior to a formal university degree is clear. Such an attitude is reinforced by the regulation which prevents part-time television university students from taking the national university entrance examina tion, a policy which serves to limit the wide range of scores on that test, but which also prevents students from using the television unIversity structure as a stepping stone for possible enrollment into the more established insti tutions. 15 The fact that such a regulation is deemed important enough to The existence of severe youth unemployment in urban areas presents a major set of problems for government officials. For example, in Beijing alone, 260,000 youth sought employment in 1981, including 40,000 from the previous year and 140,000 senior middle-school graduates.2o Enrollment in spare-time course work is encouraged as one remedy to the problem, for it is hoped that in addition to getting such youth off the streets, these courses will allow youth to engage in productive activity in lieu of locating specific work. Here, too, educational television has been used to facilitate this goal.
Current attempts to use and expand educational television into an important force supporting the country's modernization efforts face a num ber of obstacles. As a highly centralized institution, the television universi ty must cater to the specific needs of its clientele, needs which differ widely in terms of interests and commitment levels. By enrolling both full-and part-time students simultaneously, while offering the same course work to each, no allowance is made for differences in performance. And, while discrepancies in the number and variety of course offerings and the quality of tutors and part-time faculty members are to be expected, they are none theless problematic. Some evidence suggests that historically, when television university structures were first introduced into urban areas during the early 1960s, policies which attempted to placate immediate political demands proved to be counterproductive to long-term educational aims.
Lynn White, for example, reported that the diplomas awarded by Shanghai Television University were equal in status to those of a two-year college, and that ultimately, the institution's function became one of sim ply keeping unemployed workers busy.26 While over 50,000 students had enrolled in the Shanghai Television University in its early formative years, by the mid-1960s only 12,000 students had actually graduated.27
The methods used to respond to the current wide range of issues affect ing television policy may give some indication of the regime's success in other aspects of the Chinese modernization campaign, since educational television was to play an important role in that process. In any event, as Chinese efforts to utilize the promise of educational television on a large scale become more clearly defined, such efforts will deserve close scrutiny from interested educators. 
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